
 

Sheepscot Valley RSU 12  

December 2015 

Superintendent’s Report 

Information, Recognitions, and Celebrations 

 

 

Superintendent Report 

 

I learned this month that three more teachers in RSU 12 will be pursuing their National Board Certification in 

teaching. Congratulations to these teachers and I wish them luck in their pursuit of a very high honor in the field of 

education. The National Board Certification is the highest mark of professional accomplishment. It allows teachers to 

hone their practice, showcase their talent in the classroom, and demonstrate their dedication to their students and 

their profession. RSU 12 currently has three board certified teachers with several more pursuing it or seriously 

considering it. The RSU 12 Board is committed to encouraging and supporting RSU 12 teachers to pursue this 

certification. The process towards certification is extremely rigorous. Many teachers across the country do not 

succeed. Teachers in pursuit of this certification often must go back, relearn, practice, hone their skills and try again. 

The RSU 12 Board agrees that National Board Certification in teaching is an extremely high honor. Research shows 

that National Board Certified Teachers generally have a greater impact on student learning and achievement. 

Students of Board-certified teachers regularly engage in purposeful learning experiences tied to their unique needs 

and interests. Schools with many National Board Certified Teachers have strong professional communities, focused 

on leadership, learning, and collaboration. The culture of the school benefits from the common language of the 

National Board Standards, which centers discussions on professional practice and student learning. These schools are 

often characterized by high rates of teacher morale and retention and increased community involvement. The 

presence of National Board Certified Teachers also demonstrates the school’s commitment to excellence to students, 

parents, school boards, school districts and others. With increasing evidence about the positive impact of National 

Board Certification on student achievement, schools benefit by having NBCTs in their classrooms. The RSU 12 Board 

is committed to encouraging and supporting all RSU 12 teachers in pursuit of the National Board Certificate in 

teaching. 

 

Curriculum and Technology 

 

State Assessment: 

RSU 12, along with other districts in Maine, is preparing for the first online administration of the State assessment for 

English Language Learners.  The ACCESS test is an English language proficiency test that will be given to all of the 

district’s students receiving ELL services.  The testing window opens in January, and preliminary results should be 

available in late spring of 2016. 

The State of Maine has also just announced the signing of a contract with Measured Progress for the implementation 

of the State assessment in grades 3-8 and grade 11.  The assessment will be an online test taking approximately six 

hours spread over multiple days.  The test will be aligned to the standards in the Maine Learning Results.  The testing 

window will be in the Spring of 2016.  More details will be available soon from the State.  The district will be 

monitoring this closely and working to prepare for this new assessment. 

 

Assessment Literacy: 

The Midcoast Regional Professional Development Center in collaboration with the Midcoast Regional 

Superintendents and the Midcoast Regional Curriculum Coordinators (of which RSU 12 is a participant), is organizing 

professional development on the topic of assessment literacy.  There will be several days of training for administrators 

and teacher leaders and opportunities to collaborate with colleagues in our area as we define our work on assessments 

of and for learning.  The training is slated to occur during the month of April. 

 

Page 1 of 9 
 
 
 



Alna Information 

 

 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Grand 
Total 

Boothbay Middle School         1     1 

Boothbay Region High School            1  1 

CenterforTeaching&Learning 2 2 1 2 1  2  2     12 

Chelsea Elementary School    1          1 

Chewonki    1 3 2        6 

Damariscotta Montessori Sch 1   1 1  1 1      5 

Great Salt Bay  1 2 4 2 2 2 1 3     17 

HallDale Elementary School 1  1           2 

Juniper Hill School 1 1            2 

Lincoln Academy         1 4 7 3 2 17 

The French School of Maine      1        1 

Waynflete School         1     1 

Whitefield Elementary School  1   1  1 1      4 

Wiscasset Elementary School 2 3 2 5 5 6 2       25 

Wiscasset Middle High School        6 1  4 2 1 14 

Grand Total 7 8 6 14 13 11 8 9 9 4 11 6 3 109 

 

Westport Island Information 

 

 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 10 11 12 

Grand 
Total 

Brunswick School Department         1    1 

CenterforTeaching&Learning 1   2 1 2  1     7 

Damariscotta Montessori Sch      1       1 

Edgecomb Eddy School    1  1       2 

Gould Academy           1  1 

Great Salt Bay   1 1 1   1     4 

Lincoln Academy          2   2 

Sheepscot Valley Children's 
House 

1 
           

1 

Wiscasset Elementary School 4 2 2 2 2 2 3 1     18 

Wiscasset Middle High School        4 2 3 4 5 18 

Grand Total 6 2 3 6 4 6 3 7 3 5 5 5 55 

 

Chelsea Elementary School Report 

 

The months of November and December are extremely busy times for the 

students and staff at Chelsea School. We have a number of great events 

happening and excitement in the air.  

 

Commissioner Beardsley’s visit: Chelsea School was very proud to 

host the Commissioner of Education for the state of Maine, Bill Beardsley. 

Commissioner Beardsley quest was to observe a high performing PreK 

program in action and he was directed to observe the staff at Chelsea 
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School! Great job to all the staff that put in time above and beyond to make this program the shining star that it is.  

 

Our Barnes and Noble Book Fair is Friday, December 11th from 5-8 pm.  There will be an Art Walk by our very own 

students, guest readings by Chelsea Staff, a reading and book signing by the author and the illustrator of Merry 

Moosey Christmas, Lynn Plourde and Russell Cox, a scavenger hunt, cheesecake raffle, games, crafts and more!  Can’t 

make it to Barnes and Noble that night?  Shop online at www. bn.com/bookfair with the code 11703485 from 

December 11th to December 16th.  

 

Speaking of shopping online, did you know that if you shop Amazon, you can go directly to chelseapta.org/amazon and 

0.5% of your total purchase goes straight to the Chelsea PTA!  There is no additional charge to you. It is that easy to 

help earn funds that support our students and staff.  Happy Shopping! 

 

Chelsea Fun Run:  We had our best turnout of 126 participants this year.  Our “Slime Run” was a lot of fun and 

thank you to our 8th graders who helped organize it and set up the challenge course.  Great job to all the participants! 

Congratulations to Jack Begin for a 1st place finish overall.  Also, congratulations to the bike raffle winners - Delaney 

Brown, Jaydyn Chapman, Kylie Boucher, Garrett Bean and Zachary Bailey. 

 

 

Art News:  On Tuesday, November 10th, the fifth graders 

enjoyed a field trip to the Farnsworth Art Museum in Rockland, Maine.  The students have been learning about the 

three generations of Wyeths in art class.  They were able to see works of art by N.C. Wyeth, Andrew Wyeth and Jamie 

Wyeth as well as works of art from other Maine artists!  

 

Art Club:  Chelsea School is starting its own Art Club! Art Club will meet for 6-7 weeks on Tuesdays beginning 

December 7th.   The club will be open to all students in grades 2-8.  For more information, please contact Kate Salonen 

at ksalonen@svrsu.org.  

 

 

  

Page 3 of 9 
 
 
 

mailto:ksalonen@svrsu.org


Variety Show: Chelsea School recently held their annual school variety show. Mr. Morgan, Mrs. Dunn and Mrs. 

Newton guided an All Star cast through a great performance. The students displayed an amazing range of talent and 

put on a great show for all to see!

 

 

Odyssey of the Mind Team: Thanks to efforts by Ms. Hamlin, and Ashley St Pierre our first Odyssey of the Mind 

team is up and running. Practices are every Tuesday.  

 

Civil Rights Team :Our seventh grade Civil Rights Team participated in the Maine Civil Rights Team Project 

Student Training with Brandon Baldwin on November 3rd. They were one of about 24 teams from our region who took 

part in a presentation and dialogue around the abolition of slavery in our country. Our students displayed such respect, 

focus, and thoughtfulness that they were recognized by the leaders Brandon and Debi as a stand out team! If you see a 

team member be sure to congratulate them on the hard work they are doing to reduce bias and get people to think and 

talk about tough issues in our school and state: Jack Begin, Brandon Devine, Daniel Gray, Falicia Hinesley, 

Muzzammil Iqbal, Michael Nicholas, Ashlan Peacock, Savannah Strout, Jamie Whittier. 

 

Our 5th and 6th grade Eagle Pride Team also attended student training from the Civil Rights Team Project on 

November 5th. Their training focused on what we do in our schools to make sure that everyone feels welcome whatever 

their national origin, ancestry, race and skin color, religion, sexual orientation, gender, and physical or mental 

disability. They've brought back lots of ideas of how they would like to make our school a place where all students feel 

welcome, respected, safe, and valued! The Eagle Pride Team members include: Zachary Bailey, Tiana Dingwell, 

Mallory Erickson, Malaika Iqbal, Liberty Kimball, Addison Peacock, Kylie Quinn, Nathan Shedd, Camyrin Thompson, 

Jacob York, and Hayden Young. 

 

Title I:  Mrs. Harrington collaborated with Mrs. Brown's second grade in order to send thank you letters to veterans. 

The students colored a picture of the tomb of the Unknown Soldier on one side, and wrote their final draft of the letter 

on the other side.  Many of the veterans write back.  It is so enjoyable to share the letters with the student and the 

entire class.  It's a win-win situation-happy veterans and second graders!  Mrs. Cargill and Mrs. Harrington are very 

thankful to work with our students and families!  
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Palermo Consolidated School Report 

 

The Turkey Trot, an annual Thanksgiving event, was on Tuesday, November 24.  Students in kindergarten and first 

grade pushed their book buddies on scooters and students in grades 2,3 and 4 pushed a 7th or 8th grade student. 

Everyone competed in grade level races with medals and prizes awarded to first, second and third place in each grade. 

Then the winner of each grade competed for the school championship.  The whole school plus many parents watched 

all the races.  After the races students were allowed to push their parent or teacher on the scooters.  This year’s Turkey 

Trot had some added fun, the whole school did the Cha-Cha Slide.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palermo grade 6 students attended The 

Leadership School at Camp Kieve November 

16 - 19.  While there they attended classes on: 

Communication Skills where they learned the 

8 guidelines to effective communication. 

Relationships helped them identify the 

qualities of a healthy relationship.  Decisions 

had them discuss positive risks that students 

can take to achieve positive outcomes.  Team 

Building 

provided 

the opportunity to practice working with one another to achieve a common goal 

or to solve a common problem.  Adventure allowed students to challenge 

themselves to take healthy risks in a safe environment.  Adventure was the 

favorite class as they got to climb at the outdoor ropes course and the indoor 

climbing center.  It was an outstanding experience which is supported 

financially by 

Mimi and Rich 

Roughgarden in 

memory of their 

daughter, Cara, 

who attended 

Palermo School 

and was killed in a 

car accident her 

freshman year in 

college. 
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On December 1 Palermo 5th and 6th grade students went to the Waterville Opera House to see the musical play, From 

the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler.  Prior to attending students read the novel by E.L. Konigsburg.  They 

will also be watching the television movie and using all three for work in language arts class.  They also went to 

Halifax Park in Winslow for a picnic lunch prior to the performance.  This was a great opportunity for these students 

to see live theater. 

 

The Palermo Christmas Concert is scheduled for Monday, December 14 at 6:30.  The whole school has been working 

hard preparing.  Music classes are working on the songs they will be performing.  Art classes are creating decorations 

for the gymnasium/auditorium.   Ms. Sparrow and the Garden Club, with help of Nick Lux-Soc are creating 

decorations and decorating the outside of the school.  

 

The ⅞ class have been working hard on fundraising for their spring trip to Washington, D.C.  They had an extremely 

successful bake sale at the Palermo Craft Fair.  They also sold wreaths and poinsettias.  The wreaths arrived December 

1.  Students attached the bows and the decorations and then delivered the wreaths.  There was lots of teamwork 

involved in both sales. 

 

Whitefield Elementary School Report 

 

Please watch Lincoln County News for an article on our outdoor classroom. 

This space is now open for students, staff and community members to use. 

Odyssey of the Mind Team: Thanks to efforts by Ms. Hamlin, and parent 

volunteers Christy Rousseau and Keith Marple, Whitefield will host our first 

Odyssey of the Mind team. Practice starts the second week of December. 

 

Basketball season is now underway. Whitefield is hosting  jv. and varsity 

teams for boys and girls. Our program is expanding! 

 

The November assembly was the first time students could recognize staff by 

issuing them a Wildcat Award for their efforts to make our school a better 

place. Since implementation students have recognized staff 176 times. Great job students! 

 

Thank you to Mrs. Brewer’s class for collecting and donating pet supplies to the Lincoln 

County Animal Shelter. Their efforts provided food and grooming supplies to pets 

currently awaiting a home. 

Last June, during our United Way Day of Caring, Whitefield students conducted a 

ceremony to officially open the Whitefield River Trail. This fall students are getting out on 

the trail utilizing it for science classes. Below is Mrs. Beck’s kindergarten class on their 

trip. 
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Windsor Elementary School Report 

The Hour of Code is next week, Dec. 7 - 13. Students can try coding at code.org any time and for more than an hour. 

But participating next week means our students will join millions of students around the world getting a taste of 

computer science. While having fun coding with Star Wars, Minecraft and Frozen tutorials, students will get practice 

with problem-solving, creativity and logic. This will be our 3rd year participating in Hour of Code. Let's see how many 

students we can get coding! 

 

Alid Ciampa and Andrea Nason will do Hour of Code activities during 1st, 2nd and 3rd grade library classes because 

the computer lab is available then. Other options are to do Hour of Code activities during your regular computer lab 

time or in your classroom anytime on laptops or iPads.  

Hour of Code information: 

https://hourofcode.com/us 

 

Code.org tutorials 

https://studio.code.org/ 

 

Certificates 

https://code.org/certificates 

Students who complete a tutorial can print out a certificate, but many students won't be able to complete a tutorial in 

under an hour. At this site teachers can enter the names of your students and print out certificates for all who 

participated.  

 

Windsor is has Odyssey of the Mind (OOM) team this school year. Rachel S. Hamlin will be coordinating the 

program district wide. Kim St. Onge will be the coach. Fifteen students will participate. 

 

The team will meet:  

● EVERY Thursday after school, 2:45-3:45 in Mrs. St. Onge’s room December/January 

● Saturday, January 30th, 2016, 9-12, Spontaneous Workshop at Fisher Mitchell Elementary School in Bath.  

● Saturday, March 12th, 2016, ALL DAY, Regional Competition at Brunswick High School. 

● Saturday, April 2nd, 2016, ALL DAY, State Tournament at Auburn Middle School (If we get selected during 

regionals). 

 

Let’s Go!, a program of the Barbara Bush Children’s Hospital at Maine Medical Center, to 

thanked our staff for participating in our 2014-15 program year! Together we are working hard to support healthy 

behaviors in the places where children learn, play and grow!  

Schools are recognized when they have demonstrated that they are implementing Let’s Go!’s environmental and 

policy strategies that support healthy eating and active living. 

We are pleased to announce that Windsor Elementary School is a recognized Let’s Go! site for the 2015-16 

program year. 
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Here is an example of an engaging learning opportunity called Explain Everything. 

Students are creating tutorials to explain 

concepts and in Personal Learning 

Presentation (PLP).  Using Keynote the 

Explain Everything Application, students work 

together.  This is another great example of 

integration of technology  happening at 

Windsor.  Teachers have shared that this 

activity not only deepens their understanding 

of difficult concepts, but the tutorials can also 

be used to help other students who are either 

absent or struggling with the concept. Windsor 

is using this going forward. When you come to 

The Night of the Museum you will see many examples. Pictured below is Lindsay Carnes 

from MLTI who spent several days with our middle schoolers and plans to come back in January. 

Miss Diket and Mrs. Beesley combined forces to teach an 8th grade unit on the American Constitution.  Students were 

asked to chose the Amendment that most impacted them personally. Miss Diket taught the social studies portion, and 

Mrs. Beesley using, Lucy Calkins, taught them how to write a position paper. Students were then asked to create an 

I-Movie that represented in 3 minutes their feelings about their chosen amendment.  Students were given a social 

studies and ELA grade on the position paper, as well as, on the I-Movie. Several common core standards were met. 

Time was then spent on students sharing their I-Movies with a class discussion and critiques given after each film. We 

want to thank Mrs. Taylor and Dr. Allen for coming in and participating in critique time. Below is a link to one of the 

student films. 

https://drive.google.com/a/svrsu.org/file/d/0B_TSHqlSx-XfcGo3bTVwdml3c3c/view?usp=sharing 

 

PBIS News at Windsor 
November 2015-Student Support Specialist 

 

● Wildcat card progress-63 Wildcat cards earned in the Middle School grades. 

● Intermediate grades have had several groups of students earn extra recess with the Student Support 

Specialist for demonstrating positive classroom skills. 

● November 2015 White Cards (ODR) have decreased by 44 over 2014 White Cards. November 2015 had 22 

White Cards issued and November 2014 had 66 White Cards issued.  

 

Windsor is proud to announce that we  

came in first place in the state for 

JumpRope/Hoops for Heart! 

 

Couldn’t resist this adorable picture of three of 

our students at our annual Barnes & Noble 

family night! 

 

On Thursday, December 10th, Theresa 

Haskell, will be coming into Ms. Diket and 

Mrs. Beesley’s seventh grade classrooms to talk 

about what it's like to be a town manager. This 

is to help the students with an essay contest 

they are going to do about what they would do, 

if they were the town manager.  
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This is a picture of students making cider with Mrs. 

Williams’s grandfather’s hundred year old press and 

apples from Mr. Barnes apple trees.  This activity turned 

into both a writing and math activity for students. 

 

Rebecca Malinowski has started a new adventure in her 

classroom.  They have a new Classroom Economy 

program we are doing.  Students earn a paycheck each 

week for doing their classroom job, and earn bonuses for 

certain extras, like, completing homework on time, 

earning a paw, getting caught being good, and earning an 

80% or higher on an Accelerated Reader test students took 

on a 'just right' book.  Students will also be paying a 

bi-weekly rent for their desk and chair, and may have 

debits taken from their checking account if they: fail to follow classroom expectations, have missing work, or need to 

'buy' a classroom supply in order to be prepared for the day.  There's a lot these kiddos will be learning: how to 

balance a checkbook, the art of budgeting, and knowing that hard work pays off. What a great unit of study! 
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